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VANCOUVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE EDUCATION COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES 

January 16, 2024 
3:30–5:30 p.m., Videoconference 

ATTENDANCE 

Education Council Members 
Natasha Mandryk (Chair) 
Sarah Kay (Vice-Chair) 
Belinda Kaplan 
Brianna Higgins 
Dana Valeria Rodriguez Arellano 
Dave McMullen  

Dennis Innes 
Emily Simpson 
Jessica Ligeralde 
Kseniia Osipova 
Lisa Beveridge 
Louise Dannhauer 

Marcus Ng 
Shirley Lew 
Todd Rowlatt 
Vivian Munroe 

Regrets 
David Wells 
Derek Sproston 

Heidi Parisotto 
Simranjot Kaur 

Guests
Adrian Lipsett 
Bobbi Mand 
Brett Griffiths 
David Kirk 
Dawn Cunningham Hall 
Helga Mankhof 
Herbie Atwal 

Jennifer Cummins 
Jennifer Gossen 
Jo-Ellen Zakoor 
John Demeulemeester 
Ken McMorris 
Mark Chiarello 
Marnie Findlater 

Maureen Kelbert 
Michelle Wong 
Sonny Ho 
Stefan Nielsen 
Taryn Thomson 
Willy Aroca-Aguirre 
 

 

Recording Secretary 
Darija Rabadzija 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 3:30 pm.  

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 D. Rodriguez Arellano 
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 M. Kelbert presented the proposal for two new Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada (LINC) 
courses. LINC students are generally newcomers to Canada and are looking for work. These new non-
credit courses focus on employment skills for students at Levels 3–5 and 6–8. The courses were 
suggested by LINC students and are supported by the LINC funding body, the federal Ministry of 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). 

 T. Rowlatt added that Curriculum Committee requested minor adjustments to learning outcomes, 
which were completed. 

ii) Program Update: Asian Culinary Arts Certificate 

MOTION: THAT Education Council approve, in the form presented at this meeting, the significantly 
revised Asian Culinary Arts Certificate program and eight new courses, and recommend the 
Board of Governors approve the implementation of the significantly revised program. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

 S. Ho presented proposed significant revisions to the Asian Culinary Arts Certificate arising from the 
recent program renewal, based on student and industry feedback. The program was extended from 
five to eight months and aligned with a standard term schedule. Work experience is included at the 
end of the program. The number of cuisines was reduced to provide more concentrated study of 
specific cuisines. A tuition reset will be sought for this significantly revised program. 

 Curriculum Committee requested adjustments to recommended characteristics of students, which 
included physical characteristics, with a view to accessibility and inclusion. This has been an ongoing 
conversation at the committee, and a small working group will review language used in the 
recommended characteristics sections of programs overall. 

iii) New Program: Clean Energy Technology Diploma 

MOTION: THAT Education Council provisionally approve, in the form presented at this meeting, the new 
Clean Energy Technology Diploma program and 20 new courses, and recommend the Board of 
Governors approve the credential and implementation of the new program. 

Moved by T. Rowlatt, Seconded & CARRIED (Unanimously) 

 B. Griffiths presented the proposal for this new program, which will prepare international and 
domestic students for in-demand careers in environmental sustainability, clean energy systems and 
electrical technology. The first year of the program focuses on Electrician Level 1 curriculum; 
recognition will be sought from SkilledTradesBC, which would enable graduates to transition into an 
apprenticeship. The second year focuses on design and planning of solar cell, micro-wind turbine, and 
heat pump installations, mostly in a residential context.  

 T. Rowlatt highlighted the inclusion of an “Indigenous Connection to the Land” course. This course was 
developed based in consultation with Indigenous Education and Community Engagement and David 
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